PRESS RELEASE 



The Cleveland Museum of Art 

Public Relations / 11150 East Blvd. / Cleveland, Ohio 44106 / 21 6 421-7340 


September 28, 1981 FOR RELEASE ON RECEIPT 

CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ART SHOWS WORKS BY FIVE CLEVELAND ARTISTS 

Works by well-known Cleveland artists Kenneth Bates, Edris Eckhardt, 

William McVey, Viktor Schreckengost , and John Teyral, selected from the 
collections of The Cleveland Museum of Art, will be exhibited in the first 
floor gallery space of the Frank J. Lausche State Office Building, West Sixth 
and Superior Avenues, from October 10 through October 25, 1981. 

The exhibition. Five Cleveland Artists , which is part of the Cleveland Art 
Festival, is supported by a grant from Central National Bank. Tom Hinson, 
associate curator of modern art at The Cleveland Museum of Art, and organizer 
of the exhibition, chose works by these particular artists because, as he 
explains, "Bates, Eckhardt, McVey, Schreckengost, and Teyral have made signifi- 
cant contributions to the artistic activity of the Cleveland area, and all are 
well represented in the collections of The Cleveland Museum of Art." 

The forty-three works in the exhibition, many purchased from The Cleveland 
Museum of Art's May Shows, illustrate major phases in the career of each artist. 

Kenneth Bates, a master enamlist and former head of the design department 
at the Cleveland Institute of Art, is represented by eleven works dating from 
1944 to 1966. Many of his enameled pieces are inspired by flower and plant life. 
In two early enamels. Mimosa and Lotus and Hibiscus , natural forms are realisti- 
cally rendered; in later works, they become increasingly stylized and abstract. 
Perpetual Vine , executed in 1965, demonstrates Bates's mastery of the plique a 
jour technique, a form of transparent enameling which imitates the appearance 
of stained glass. 


(more) 
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Edris Eckhardt is internationally known for her ceramic and glass sculptures, 
and particularly for her research in glass, for which she received Guggenheim 
and Louis Comfort Tiffany Fellowships in the 1950s. In 1953 she rediscovered 
the art of fusing gold leaf between sheets of glass, a technique perfected by 
the Egyptians, but which disappeared in the early Christian era. The eleven 
works by Eckhardt in this exhibition include some of the popular ceramic figures 
inspired by children’s stories and nursery rhymes which she produced in the 1930s 
and several larger ceramic sculptures, including a sensitive clown f ace-- Painted 
Mask; Pagliacci , dated 1946. The Royal Family (1956), Portal to Immortality (1957) 
and Knight and Squire (1961) illustrate her laminated gold glass technique. 

Sculptor William McVey * s works range from portrait busts to monumental 
sculptures, many commemorating historical events and personages. His works 
can be seen in many areas of this country, as well as in Cleveland. For many 
years head of the sculpture department at the Cleveland Institute of Art, he 
has influenced a great many Cleveland artists. He is represented here by five 
works, from a realistic bronze head of a man, entitled L’ecrivain , ca. 1932, to 
a pensive kneeling marble figure. Rumination , dated 1957. 

Viktor Schreckengost is noted as a painter and industrial designer (he is 
currently professor of industrial design at the Cleveland Institute of Art), but 
he is perhaps most widely recognized for his achievements in ceramic sculpture, 
a craft which he has helped to raise to the level of a fine art. His output 
ranges from elegantly designed bowls and vases to whimsical and witty small 
ceramic sculptures to the large glazed terracotta reliefs created for buildings 
at the Cleveland Zoo and Lakewood Civic Auditorium. This exhibition shows eight 
ceramics created by Schreckengost between 1934 and 1951. One watercolor, 

Caribbean , executed around 1950, illustrates his unique painting style. 


(more) 
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John Teyral, one of Cleveland's best known painters and a long-time instructor 
in painting and drawing at the Cleveland Institute of Art, has been the recipient 
of numerous awards and scholarships during his career. Trained at the Cleveland 
Institute of Art, he studied for three years under an Agnes Gund scholarship at 
the Boston Museum School of Fine Arts, and later in Italy under a Fulbright 
scholarship. The seven paintings by Teyral in this exhibition, almost all May 
Show prize winners of the 1940s and 1950s, show the artist's progression from 
realistic landscape and figure paintings, such as Nomads (1944) and The Midget (1948) 
to abstract works- - Plant Forms (1953) and Abstraction, No. 1 (1958) . 

Hours of the exhibition. Five Cleveland Artists , are Monday-Friday, 10:00- 
6:00 p.m., Saturday, 12:00-6:00 p.m., and Sunday, 1:00-6:00 p.m. Gallery talks 
by instructors in the Museum's Department of Art History and Education will be 
given at 12 noon on Wednesday, October 14, and Wednesday, October 21. 

The Cleveland Art Festival, of which this exhibition is a part, is sponsored 
by the New Organization for the Visual Arts and supported by the Ohio Arts Council, 
the Board of County Commissioners, and Greater Cleveland area foundations, 
businesses, and individuals. 
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For more information or photographs, please contact the Public Relations Office, 
The Cleveland Museum of Art, 11150 East Blvd., Cleveland, Ohio 44106. 421-7340. 


